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Technology Careers

Sheena O’Hanlon

Senior Development Technologist,  
Moy Park Ltd.

Food Technology

Describe your job
As a Senior Development Technologist 
for Moy Park, I develop new products 
in line with the latest food trends for 
major retailers. I manage the process 
from the initial concept, to working 
with the development team and our 
chefs on flavours and ingredients, as 
well as considering packaging, costs 
and profit margins. I work on the Agri-
Fresh Account, which takes in new 
product development for both chicken 
and turkey – currently we are working 
on products for Christmas. 

What has been your educational 
route to this post?
I studied A-level Home Economics, 
which was one of my favourite 
subjects and then did a degree in 
Consumer Studies at the University 
of Ulster.  As part of my degree, 
I completed a placement year at 
Dunbia, where I got my first taste of 
food development and also earned 
a Diploma in Industrial Studies.  
Following graduation, I secured a job 
with Bakkavor, which is an Icelandic 

company,  
where I worked  
for four years on  
the salads’ account.   
I then got my current  
post with Moy Park.

Did you have a role  
model in mind when you  
chose your degree? Or who  
or what most influenced your  
choice of degree/career?
First and foremost, I’m a foodie at 
heart and have always had an interest 
in food.  In fact, I originally wanted to 
become a chef - however, the reality 
of anti-social hours and working in 
a hot kitchen swiftly changed my 
mind!  I then began to think about 
how food ends up on our supermarket 
shelves, which triggered an interest 
in food development.  Another great 
inspiration for me was one of my 
lecturers at the University of Ulster 
– Dessie Hill, he was a fantastic 
speaker. His passion for food was 
contagious and he really inspired me 
to follow my current career path.  
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What do you really like about  
your job?
One of the main things I love about my 
job is the opportunity to be creative. I 
have my finger on the pulse of current 
food trends and have to be ahead of the 
curve in product development.  I take my 
inspiration from chefs and restaurants 
and see how I can apply this to new 
products.  In essence, I endeavour to 
make Moy Park the trend-setter!  I also 
love seeing the end result – it’s fantastic 
when friends or family see something on 
supermarket shelves which I’ve worked 
on, or I see an ad on TV – it really is the 
most satisfying feeling.

Can you say anything about the 
future job prospects in your industry?
I believe there is a great future for the 
food and drink industry in Northern 
Ireland and excellent opportunities 
exist for young people to develop skills 
and careers in the sector. Moy Park is 
a fantastic local employer and there 
are a range of opportunities for young 
graduates with the right attitude and 
an interest in the industry. Many of my 
colleagues started their careers at Moy 
Park and have grown with the company, 
developing their skills to progress within 
the business. 

Would you recommend food 
development to other young people?
Food development is an exciting and 
creative industry with a host of 
opportunities.  If you enjoy  
a fast-paced, but most of  
all interesting career,  
then food development  
is for you! 




